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the other nations concerned and the whole world, that every
friend of India and the world's peace and prosperity should
hesitate to sacrifice it to mere feelings of resentment for past
injustice and to a sort of inferiority complex. If India were
inhabited by a purely European population, equipped with the
highest standard of general and political education hitherto
reached in the most advanced European countries, but in addition
perpetuating the present historical diversities between the peoples
of India, there would hardly be a doubt that India would soon
fall to pieces and become a new Balkan on a gigantic scale.1 At
present three factors hinder this development: British influence,
colour-feeling, which gives the Indians a certain solidarity against
the Europeans, and the low standard of education of wide sections,
which is an obstacle to the awakening of the national-consciousness
latent in many peoples. A total break with the British Com-
monwealth would possibly lessen the influence of colour-feeling
and an increase in popular education would probably lead to the
development of new aspirations to form separate nations. It
might be said that the experience formed from a study of European
history does not apply to India. But this argument is hardly
confirmed by the lessons of India's past and would imply a belief
in a radical diversity in the mentality of races which is not com-
patible with the results of scientific research.

16. NATIONALITY IN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE AND THE
SOVIET UNION
In old Russia many factors led to the development of a system
of unlimited absolutism which for a long time showed few national
traits. In the eighteenth century and even later the dynasty,
the court, and the higher officers and bureaucrats were often
more German than Russian, while the nobility adopted the
French language and French manners. The higher circles had
a cosmopolitan outlook, and the lower classes had hardly any
national consciousness except a strong attachment to the Orthodox
Creed which served as a substitute for nationality. After the
overthrow of Napoleon the Tsar Alexander under the influence
of liberal and Christian ideas granted a certain autonomy to the
1 A well-known friend of India, Professor Harold Laski, says in his Grammar of
Politics, 1926, p. 220 : " The disappearance of England from India will almost
certainly, if it comes within some near period, result in anarchy for a time; yet
there are thousands of Indians to whom the idea of an Indian-created anarchy is
preferable to a British-created peace '*.